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SUBJECT: SOVIET APPROACH REGARDING ECOSOC 

REF: WELLS/MAYNES TELECON APRIL 15 

1 . WITH REGARD TO SOVIET QUERY AS TO WHETHER WE PLAN ANY 
SURPRISES AT ECOSOC, DEPARTMENT ENDORSES MISSION'S 
INCLINATION TO INFORM SOVIETS AT NEXT CONVENIENT OPPORTUN- 
ITY THAT IT IS NOT OUR OBJECTIVE TO GIVE SIGNIFICANT 
EMPHASIS TO PROBLEMS WITHIN INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES DURING 
ECOSOC SESSION. AGENDA OF ECOSOC IS FOCUSED ON ISSUES 

IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AREAS AND ON SUCH MAJOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS ITEMS AS THE DECADE AND THE REPORT OF THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION. WE HAVE A STRONG INTEREST IN THE 
MANNER IN WHICH THESE ITEMS ARE HANDLED AND IN THE GENERAL 
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OBJECTIVE OF STRENGTHENING THE ABILITY OF THE SYSTEM TO 
ADDRESS HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS THROUGH APPROPRIATE 
MECHANISMS. ECOSOC CAN PROPERLY APPROACH THESE OBJECTIVES 
BUT IS NOT, IN OUR VIEW, THE APPROPRIATE MECHANISM FOR 
TAKING ACTION ON INDIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS. 

2. IN CONVEYING FOREGOING TO SOVIETS, MISSION MAY WISH 
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TO AVOID COMPLETE ASSURANCE THAT THERE WILL BE NO PASSING 
MENTION OF INDIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS— SINCE WE 

MAY WISH TO KEEP THIS OPTION OPEN FOR ITEM ON HRC REPORT. 
LEAVING THIS SLIGHT POSSIBILITY OPEN COULD GIVE DELEGA- 
TION SOME LEVERAGE ON PROBLEM OF ZIONISM/RACISM ON WHICH 
SOVIETS HAVE CONSISTENTLY GIVEN US GRIEF.AS AT LAST UNGA 
AND 1976 SPRING ECOSOC. DEPARTMENT RECOLLECTS THAT ON 
BOTH THESE OCCASIONS, SOVIETS AND BLOC COUNTRIES 
STIMULATED AND INITIATED DISCUSSIONS OF ZIONISM/RACISM AT 
TIME WHEN MOST ARABS APPEARED READY TO DOWN PLAY IT. 

IT WAS CLEAR TO US THAT SOVIETS WERE DELIBERATELY KEEPING 
THIS ISSUE ALIVE TO FRUSTRATE POSSIBILITY OF U.S. RETURN 
TO PARTICIPATION IN PROJECT OF HIGH IMPORTANCE TO 
AFRICANS. DELEGATION MAY THEREFORE WISH TO LEAVE 
IMPLICATION THAT TREATMENT OF THIS ISSUE BY SOVIETS AND 
THEIR ALLIES AT EARLY STAGE OF ECOSOC COULD HAVE A BEARING 
ON OUR EAGERNESS TO AVOID CONFRONTATION ON OTHER ITEMS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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